
aBoyne Valley Township Meeting Minutes 

June 8, 2026 

 This meeting is a meeting of the Boyne Valley Township Board in public for the purpose of 

conducting the township’s business and is not to be considered a public community meeting.  

There is time for public participation during the meeting as indicated on the agenda. 

 

I. Call to Order 
 ▪ The meeting was called to order by Sparks at 7:00pm. 
  

II. Roll Call 
 ▪ Board Members Present:  Sparks, Skop, Fitzgerald, Kondrat, Matelski 
 ▪ Board Members Absent: None 
 ▪ Others Present: Bill Cousineau, Anne Simms, Jason Johnson, Tom Linz, Glenn and Karen 

Mertz, Michael Brown, ,Karl Rykert, Jill Rykert, Ruben Shell, Sonja Fiel, Doug Weiss 
  

III. Approval  of Minutes and Corrections of the May 11, 2026 Township Meeting 
 ▪ A motion was made by Matelski, supported by Kondrat to approve the minutes and 

corrections of the May 11 meeting.  Motion carried 5 to 0 and minutes were 
approved. 

IV. Approval of Financial Reports dated May 31, 2026 
 ▪ A motion was made by Matelski, second by Fitzgerald to approve the financial 

reports.  Motion carried 5 to 0.   

V. Recognition of Audience 
 ▪ Ann Simms, President Crooked Tree District Library, requested that the board 

reapprove Sonja Fiel as library board member for the next 4 years, through June 
2030.    

▪  She also presented a “year in review” of library activities, improvements, statistics 
and plans. 

▪ Ann also stated that the library millage will be on the August ballot. 
▪ Sparks made the motion to approve Sonja Fiel as library board member through June, 

2030, supported by Skop. The motion passed 5 to 0.   

VI. Ambulance Report 
 ▪ Motion was made by Fitzgerald to approve the minutes of the Special EMS Meeting 

held May 27th.  Kondrat seconded the motion.  Motion approved  5 to0. 
 ▪ Sparks stated that not much progress has been made with Boyne City, monthly 

meetings will continue.   
▪ Jordan Valley EMS is still under consideration.  There is no contract with them at this 

point, but there is a letter of intent to negotiate. 
▪ Boyne City needs to complete the audit and report their findings.   
▪ Boyne Valley will work with both EMS services to come to an agreement on the 

contract and make a determination in the next few months.   

VII. Fire & Rescue 
 ▪ Pat Morin passed classes for Fire 1 and 2 Certification. 



 ▪ Dash cams for fire trucks were brought up for discussion.  Cost will be about $ 2500 
total for all six trucks.   Motion made by Sparks to approve up to $3000 for the 
purchase of the dash cams, second by Fitzgerald.  Motion unanimously approved. 

  

VIII. Zoning Administrator Report  
 ▪ Ruben Shell presented a rezoning ordinance proposal for a parcel which 

manufactures beverages, changing it from RR-1 (Rural Residential) to C-2 
(Commercial).  Shipping containers were being used at the site, which is not allowed 
for RR-1.  A motion to proceed with the rezoning ordinance was presented to 
Charlevoix Planning Commission and they recommended approval.   A motion was 
made by Matelski, second by Fitzgerald to approve the rezoning.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 ▪ A short term rental document was presented to the board for review.  It appears that 
there about 70 STRs in the area.  Licensing and fees presents both benefits and 
challenges.  It may affect PREs for the owners.  Zoning will continue to monitor the 
STR business. 

 ▪ The BVT Master Plan is in process. 
  

IX. Board Update 
 ▪ Resolution to name a road “Seelye-Sparks  Drive”, a private road.  Motion made by 

Matelski, second by Fitzgerald to adopt resolution.  Roll call vote: 
o Skop-yes 
o Fitzgerald – yes 
o Kondrat – yes 
o Matelski – yes 
o Sparks – abstain 

▪ Resolution adopted.  
 ▪ Resolution to name a road “Kinderway Drive”, a private road within Boyne Mountain.  

Motion made by Sparks, second by Fitzgerald to adopt resolution.  Roll call vote: 
o Sparks – yes 
o Skop-yes 
o Fitzgerald – yes 
o Kondrat – yes 
o Matelski – yes 

▪ Resolution adopted. 
 ▪ Leland Dunham has tendered his resignation as Constable.  Sparks recommended that 

the position be posted.  The alternative is to dissolve the position and it will be 
handled through the Sheriff’s department.  Sparks made a motion to accept Leyland 
Dunham’s resignation, second by Fitzgerald.  The motion carried 5 to 0.   

X. Building and Grounds 
 ▪ Flagpole was fixed in time for Memorial Day.  Some trees are interfering with flags 

will be addressed 
 ▪ Consumers will need to be contacted to disconnect a Christmas Deco along Thumb 

Lake Rd. 

 ▪ Road Brining is needed.  County starts on east end of county and works west. 
  
  



XI. Planning Report 
 ▪ Mountain View HOA agreed to pay $20,000 towards paving part of Brown Road.  

Boyne Valley Twp will be responsible for the balance of $71,000.  A motion was made 
by Matelski to go ahead with the plan and alert the county to obtain bids.  Sparks 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5 to 0.  A contractual agreement will need to 
be made with Mountain View HOA. 

XII. Transfer Station 
 ▪ Discussion about disposal of large quantities of fireworks cartridges.  Will address if 

any permits are requested. 
 ▪ The mobile home court must have sufficient trash containers for their residents.  

Sparks will look into this. 

XIII. Public Comments 
 ▪ None 

XIV. Pay the bills 
 ▪ Motion made by Fitzgerald, second by Kondrat to pay the bills.  Motion passed 5 to 0 

XV. Closed Session 
 ▪ Motion made by Sparks to go into closed session at 7:35pm.  Fitzgerald seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried 5 to 0. 
 ▪ Close session ended at 8:06pm 

XVI. Adjourn 
 ▪ Sparks made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Fitzgerald.  Motion carried 

5 to 0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:07pm 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
David J. Skop 
Boyne Valley Township Clerk 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 


