
  Boyne Valley Township Meeting Minutes 
February 9, 2026 

This meeting is a meeting of the Boyne Valley Township Board in public for the purpose of 

conducting the township’s business and is not to be considered a public community meeting.  

There is a time for public participation during the meeting as indicated on the agenda. 

 

I. Call to Order 

 • Meeting called to order by Sparks at 7pm. 
II. Roll Call 

 • Members Present:    Sparks, Skop, Fitzgerald, Kondrat 
 • Members Absent:   Matelski 
 • Others Present:   Bill Cousineau, Evelyn Starr, Glen Mertz, Karen Mertz, 

Tom Linz, Jeremy Loper, Amanda Loper, Jason Johnson, Darren Eaton, 
Kevin Keller, Kathy Johnson, Jeff Denise, Doug Weiss, Tim Kenney 

III. Approval of Minutes and Corrections of January 12, 2026, Meeting 

 • Motion made by Kondrat, seconded by Fitzgerald to approve minutes 
of the January 12 meeting.  Motion carried 4-0. 

IV. Approval of Financial Reports 

 Motion made by Fitzgerald, seconded by Kondrat to approve the financial 
reports for January. 

V. Recognition of Audience   
VI. Assessor 

 • Blue Green properties have been acquired by Hilton Resorts.  Taxable 
property values have the potential to be uncapped.  Assessor is looking 
into this. 

 • Discussed the pond draining project.  When the pond has been 
reduced to a river, land to the west of the river will become part of 
Boyne Valley Township, and property to the east will be village 
property. The township and village will need to coordinate property 
ownership when the pond is reduced to a river.  This will require a 
survey and a resolution.   

 • A resolution was proposed to change the software used for property 
searches from BS&A to Pivot Point software.  Property searches will be 
free for all users.  A motion was made by Sparks, second by Fitzgerald 
to vote on the resolution, with the voting outcome as follows: 
Sparks:  Yes 
Skop:  Yes 
Fitzgerald: Yes 
Kondrat: Yes 

o The resolution is declared adopted. 

 • Boyne Mountain has requested combining parcels across section lines 
which is typically not allowed without township approval and other 



criteria, including consistent property ownership.  Assessor is working 
with county and Boyne Mountain to resolve the issues. 

 • The Poverty Exception was discussed.  Poverty exemption for 2025 was 
set at $21,850 in assets.  An asset test resolution will be established by 
the township and to that end, a motion was made by Kondrat, second 
by Fitzgerald to maintain the 2025 level for 2026.  A roll-call vote was 
made with the outcome as follows: 
Sparks:  Yes 
Skop:  Yes 
Fitzgerald: Yes 
Kondrat: Yes 
Resolution carried.  

VII. Zoning Administrator  
 • Recreational Vehicles for Lodging or Camping Purposes resolution – 

tabled for future meeting 
VIII. Board Update 

 • Budget Adjustments 2025-2026 were discussed.  A motion was made by 
Sparks, second by Fitzgerald to approve the budget adjustments.  The 
motion carried 4 to 0.    

 • Budget Workshop – set up for Tuesday, February 24th at 5:30pm.  

IX. Building and Grounds 

 • Boyne Valley Survey Report – Copies distributed to interested parties. 

 • Xerox Copier – Decision to table the purchase of a new copier was 
made. 

X. Planning Board Meeting Report 

 • February 2 Planning Commission Meeting Information  

XI. Fire Dept 

 • An Ordinance was discussed concerning Fire Department Cost 
Recovery for Emergency Responses to accidents.  The Ordinance is 
intended to protect the township from extraordinary expenses 
incurred during incident response by charging the insurance 
companies, which is allowed by law.  A motion was made by Sparks, 
supported by Fitzgerald to vote on the Ordinance. A roll-call vote was 
taken, and the results were as follows: 
Kondrat:  Yes 
Fitzgerald: Yes 
Sparks:  Yes 
Skop:  Yes 
The Ordinance is declared adopted. 

  
 
 



 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
David J. Skop 
Boyne Valley Township Clerk 
 

 • A resolution, related to the previously mentioned Ordinance, was 
presented which detailed the fee structure for accident cost recovery.  
A motion to adopt the resolution was made by Fitzgerald, seconded by 
Kondrat.  A roll-call vote was taken, and the results were as follows: 
 Kondrat:  Yes 
Fitzgerald: Yes 
Sparks:  Yes 
Skop:  Yes 
The Resolution is declared adopted 

  

XII. County Road Commission 

 • A brief discussion of the County Road Commission meeting was 
presented by Sparks  

 • County indicated there is a match of $30,000 for 2026 and we have an 
unused match of $ 25,000 from 2025 for roads this year. 

XIII. Transfer Station 

 • Transfer station GFL billing comparison – Monthly fees from GFL are 
about 25% less when compared to last year. 

  XIV. Public Comments 

 XV. Pay The Bills 

 • Motion was made by Kondrat, second by Sparks to pay the bills for 
January.  Motion carried 4 to 0.   

XVI. Adjourn 

 • Meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm. 


